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conducted by a large body of men who have done
extensive scientific research or won a command-
ing position in scientific teaching. There are,
first of all, the faculties doing graduate work.
In thirteen years, from 1876 to 1889, the number
of chairs has risen from 625 to 1,211, the num-
ber of medical students from 3,868 to 6,455, the
scientific students from 121 to 1,355, and the
advanced students of letters from 138 to 2,35s.1
From 1876 to 1906 the total number of students
has sprung from 6,000 to 35,670.2 From 1871
to 1905 the number of degrees of all kinds in-
creased from 8,936 to 11,900 annually. The
degrees of doctor of medicine rose from 308 to
1,101, and those of doctor of letters, doctor of
science, and doctor of law, from 73 to 560.
There can be no better index of the progress of
superior studies under the Republic.

In attaining these results the municipalities
have united with the State, which, in this work,
has been nobly sustained by the nation. In
1907 the municipal council of Paris voted to
support nine chairs of higher learning in the
city, to say nothing of other encouragements
given to different forms of scientific work. Other
cities have voted important sums to encourage

1 Rambaud, Jules Ferry, p. 176.

2 Delpech and Lamy, op. tit., p. 25, and Annucdre statistique.